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“All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced 

that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth”. Aristotle
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The United Nations 

Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (UNCRC) was 

adopted on November 20, 

1989 and entered into 

force on September 2, 

1990. The UNCRC is the 

most universally-ratified 

international human 

rights instrument: 191 

countries have ratified it 

(only the United States 

has not).



The scope of the 

UNCRC is broad and 

covers the whole 

range of human 

rights: economic, 

social and cultural 

rights, as well as civil 

and political rights.



Despite 

Pakistan's 

ratification of 

the Convention 

in November 

1990, the 

situation of 

children 

remains 

precarious all 

over Pakistan.



In many regions, poverty and lack of access to health 

services threaten children's very survival, and the 

absence of basic education hampers their development.
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Two articles of the UNCRC are 

devoted to the right to 

education and the requirement 

of States Parties to provide free 

and compulsory basic 

schooling.

In Pakistan, over 25 million 

children, 60% of whom are girls, 

have no access to schooling.

Poverty is one of the major 

causes of children not having 

access to school or dropping 

out.  Education is vital for 

fighting poverty and contributes 

to  sustainable development of 

communities.



World Conference on Education For All in 1990 in Jomtien (Thailand) 

committed to 6 key education goals. 

Universal Access to & Completion of Primary Education by 2000

Reduction of Adult illiteracy Rates by 50% by 2000

Encourage Girls' Education

20 years later, not much has been achieved in Pakistan. 

In April 2000 the international community met in Dakar (Senegal) at 

the World Education Forum to review progress.

Established a new set of goals for 2015 

to enable all individuals to realize their right to education. 



According to governmental estimates, 3.3 million children 

between 5 and 14 years of age 

were working in Pakistan (1996). 

We estimate that more than 8 million 

in this age group are working. 

Almost half work full-time and many of them work 

in a hazardous environment.



Traditionally, corporal punishment has been the predominant 

form of violence used for “disciplining” children in Pakistan. 

Corporal punishment can be defined as “the use of physical 

force causing pain, but not wounds, as a means of discipline.”



Pakistan is included among the 50 

states around the world where the 

administering of a ‘reasonable’ degree 

of violence is overlooked (even 

encouraged) in the ‘better interest’ of 

the child. This wide acceptance of 

corporal punishment stems from 

traditional or cultural attitudes towards 

child rearing throughout the world. 

The supporters of the use of corporal 

punishment argue that the technique is 

a simple and effective means of 

discouraging misbehavior. 

For them, fear of the rod is a time tested 

method of ensuring that children remain 

disciplined and obedient to their elders.



Section 89 of the Pakistan Penal Code 1860, which is the 

same as in India & Bangladesh, states that ‘nothing which is 

done in good faith for the benefit of a person under 12 years 

of age, or of unsound mind, or by consent, either expressed 

or implied, of the guardian or other person having lawful 

charge of that person, is an offense by reason of any harm 

which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause or 

be known by the doer to be likely to cause to that person’. 

CP is an assault  which, along with, the use of criminal force, 

otherwise than on grave provocation, is an offense under 

section 352 of the PPC; section 89 provides an exception in 

this regard.  

The current federal and provincial child protection legislation 

does not override this provision in the PPC.



SPARC since the nineties has been trying to create good 

practices by preventing child abuse and strengthening 

self-reliant resistance against corporal punishment in 

schools.

In this regard, apart from lobbying, it has undertaken 

several Projects to address the issue of corporal 

punishment by enhancing the capacity of teachers in the 

government schools of the project districts through 

trainings on alternatives to corporal punishment.

Lobbying with the Education Department in 3 Provinces 

resulted in the issuance of notifications by the Education 

Department prohibiting corporal punishment in all 

government schools and stipulating disciplinary action in 

case of violations.



The KP Child Protection and 

Welfare Act 2010 prohibits 

corporal punishment under its 

Section 33.

The KP Education Department 

as a consequence of SPARC’s 

lobbying efforts has established 

complaint cells at district level to 

address corporal punishment. 

These complaint cells are 

meant to assist the victims of 

corporal punishment and take 

action against anyone found 

guilty of corporal punishment.



In January 2016, an opposition legislator 

presented the Sindh Prohibition of Corporal 

Punishment Bill 2015, which remains pending. 

Under the Sindh Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act 2013, no child  (5 to 

16 years) can be subjected to corporal 

punishment or mental harassment {sec 

13(3)}. Contravention is punishable with 

disciplinary action under the service rules. 

Under the Sindh Children Act 1955, anyone 

having the actual charge or control over a child 

,willfully assaults, ill-treats, neglects, abandons, 

or exposes the child in a manner , which is likely 

to cause such child unnecessary mental and 

physical suffering shall, on conviction, be 

punished with imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding two years or with fine extending to Rs 

1,000 or with both.

HOWEVER, the infliction of reasonable 

punishment on a child for a proper reason 

shall not be considered to be an offense 

under this section {sec 48}.



The Punjab province has a 

similar provision as the 

Sindh Children Act. 

However, its proviso is more 

explanatory as it states that 

“where some punishment is 

administered to a child by 

the person having lawful 

control or custody of the 

child, for any good or 

sufficient reason, it shall not 

be deemed to be an offense 

under this section.” {sec  35, 

the Punjab Destitute and 

Neglected Children Act 

2004}.



The Right to Free and 

Compulsory Education 

Act, 2012 is similar to 

the Sindh 2013 law. It 

says that no child (5 to 

16 years) can be 

subjected to corporal 

punishment, or mental 

harassment. 

Contravention is 

punishable with 

disciplinary action under 

the service rules {sec 

13(3)&(4)}.



 The Punjab Compulsory 

Primary Education Act 

1994

 The KP Compulsory 

Primary Education Act 

1996

 The Sindh Compulsory 

Primary Education 

Ordinance 2001

 The Islamabad Capital 

Territory Compulsory 

Primary Education 

Ordinance 2002

 The FATA Compulsory 

Primary Education 

Regulation 2002



SPARC drafted a law titled the Prohibition of 

Corporal Punishment  Act, which was tabled by 

its Board member, Dr Attiya Inayatullah. It was 

passed by the National Assembly in March 2013 

but unfortunately it lapsed as it was not passed 

by the Senate before dissolution of the National 

Assembly prior to the May 2013 elections. 

The Bill banned physical violence for disciplinary 

purposes in educational institutes, child 

protection centers, and detention centers for 

juveniles. 

Under the bill, a perpetrator of physical violence 

against a child was punishable with a fine of Rs. 

50, 000 and imprisonment of one year. The Bill 

also repealed Section 89 of the Penal Code.

This Bill has now again been tabled in the 

Senate by an opposition Senator Mr 

Mandivallah in Feb 2016. 
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